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Questions:
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While Reading
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Questions:

Activities:

Post-Reading


	Author Field: Danielle Daniel
	Illustrator Field: Danielle Daniel 
	Grade Field: K - 2
	Story Summary Field: Twelve young speakers explain why they sometimes identify with creatures (fox, deer, moose, butterfly and others). Danielle Daniel, a Metis writer and artist from Northern Ontario, uses poetry and stunning portraits of masks to introduce the Anishinaabe tradition of totem animals and the unique contribution each makes to the clan.
	Teachers Notes Field: 
	W Star: Off
	I Star: Off
	T Star: Off
	Resource Field: https://ojibwe.net/projects/prayers-teachings/the-gifts-of-the-seven-grandfathers/
	T Star 2: Yes
	Question Box: 
	Page 2: 1 - Look at the cover of the book. Have you ever worn a mask? How did it make you feel?

2 - After activity below: What can you learn from the animal you have chosen? What are the animals qualities that can show you how to be better person (patience, loyalty, how to be a friend, how to show you care or really like someone).

	Page 3: 1. What is an animal totem? 
Read the authors note on the last page of the book. Animal totems are guides that can teach us or show us how to be (kind, generous, quick, brave…)
Webster’s Dictionary defines a totem as “A natural object, usually an animal that serves as a 
distinctive, often venerated emblem or symbol, a means of personal or spiritual identity.”
	Page 4: 1- Think back to the animal identified in pre-reading question #2. Ask each child to think about how he or she might contribute positively to the class if they were that animal. How could being like that animal help the class? 

2 - What sports teams have a bird or other animal in their logos? Why do they use these logos? (to show what their teams talents might be fast, mighty, strong, scary)

3 - What would be a good totem animal for YOUR class? Why? 


	Activities Box: 
	Page 2: Have each children pick a favorite animal, bird, reptile or insect – ONE that they might even like to be.
Ask them to make their bodies look like that animal (curled up like a cat, friendly like a dog, 
jumping up like a goat, flying like squirrel) and freeze in that position.
Ask each child to think about how the creature might be feeling in that position (powerful, light as a feather, soft and quiet, excited).
	Page 3: Talk about “identity” (how we can recognize you not only physically but also by what you do) and “spiritual identity” (what you feel connected to, e. g. Family traditions, teams or groups that work together towards a goal bigger than themselves?). How do these connections help us to know who we can trust to be there for us?
	Page 4: 1 - Make your own individual animal totem mask or create your own animal drawing or symbol to represent your totem animal. Tell your class about your totem and  why you think it is meaningful to you.
2 - Create a CLASS logo featuring an animal totem.
3 - THE SEVEN SACRED (GRANDFATHER) TEACHINGS  (see link in Resources section)
Respect and sharing are at the foundation of the Aboriginal ways of life. Teachings about respect and sharing are captured in “seven natural laws” or “seven sacred teachings”. An animal can represent each law (respect, love, honesty, truth, courage, wisdom, and humility). The animal world teaches us about our close connections to nature and the animal world. Talk about one new teaching each day. Hear these values in the Anishinaabe language and see more about these teachings in the Anishinaabe world at the link. Make your own posters for each of these values – what animals would you use to represent them? 


	Book Title pg 1 Field: I Feel Like a Fox
	Book Cover: 


